Rehabilitation and community care in psychiatry DEAR 
Gone but not forgotten

DEAR SIRS
The resignation of Mrs Thatcher as British Prime Minister marks a major watershed in many ways. It is a turning point for cognitive testing in patients with organic brain syndrome. It has been shown (Deary et al, 1985) that patients with dementia are more likely to recall Mrs Thatcher's name than was pre viously the case with other Prime Ministers. It is the authors' experience that patients with dementia, when asked the Prime Minister's name, will reply "Margaret Thatcher", or "That bloody woman", even in cases of severe impairment of other memor ies. It can be argued that the question is more a test of emotional function than of memory. 
